The paper traces the historical perspectives of open and distance education in India. It also discusses the various modalities and standards followed by various universities in offering social work education through open and distance learning (ODL) mode. It also highlights the achievements and challenges of social work education through ODL mode in India. The article will be extremely helpful to the academicians and policy makers in understanding the various dimensions of social work education through ODL mode in Indian context. The study recommends that Indira Gandhi National Open University model is one of the successful models of offering social work education through ODL mode.
INTRODUCTION
Since its inception, social work education through ODL mode maintains a tension with regard to its recognition, often debated in India for being offered in ODL mode and is plagued by rigidities of the conventional institutions. But unfortunately, the social work in India is not recognized as a full-fledged profession as compared to other professions like medicine, engineering, law and others despite more than eight decades of its existence. Due to the absence of a systematic study to evaluate the effectiveness of social work education through ODL mode, it is always considered inferior to the programs offered through regular/ conventional mode. However, the easy access, affordability and convenience for the marginalized and disadvantaged sections of population the distance education system have received immense popularity and growth. In this paper, the authors have described the genesis of ODL mode of learning in India with particular reference to social work education. The paper describes the current status of social work in respect of various modalities and standards followed by various universities in India. Various aspects such as state wise distribution, credit system, duration, fee structure, use of multimedia approach, programs on offer were discussed. Besides secondary literature, University Grant Commission Report (UGC), the study has relied on primary data collected through the use of questionnaires administered to the heads of departments of social work of various universities. The minimum and maximum tenure, number of credits, guidelines for fieldwork, revision of materials, use of multimedia Zigerell (1984) states distance education is a form of instruction characterized "by the physical separation of teacher from student, except for the occasional face-to-face meeting allowed for by some projects." He points out that distance education differs from correspondence courses in that it "presupposes opportunities for student interaction, whether live or mediated, as well as for student independence." He also provides a distinction between distance education and distance learning, the former being the process and the latter focusing on the receiving end of distance education. According to the American Association of University Professors (1998), distance education is "the process whereby the education of a student occurs in circumstances where the educator and student are geographically separated, and the communication across the distance is accomplished by one or more forms of technology" (p. 34). Derrick (2003) defined distance education as simply any form of instructional delivery in which the student and teacher are not physically in the same location.
DISTANCE EDUCATION IN THE GLOBAL CONTEXT: AN OVERVIEW
The history of distance education is more than a century old. The institutionalized distance education, largely based on correspondence was established in Russia as early as 1850 (Schlosser, 2002) . Later a number of correspondence teaching polytechnic institutes came into existence in the Soviet Union in the 1920s and early 1930s. There are other examples of purpose-built providers of post-secondary distance education courses which include the Toussaint and Langenscheidt Institute in Berlin (established in 1856) and the Swedish Libert Hermonds Institute established in 1898 with over 150,000 students each year at times (Schlosser, 2002) . Probably the University of London was the first university to enroll students in a distance mode since 1858. In United States of America, Illinois State University in 1874; University of Chicago in 1891; University of Queensland in 1911 created new trends in distance education system by offering correspondence education to external students.
In the United States, Canada and Australia, social work education through distance mode is offered since the early 1970s. The James Madison University, Virginia and the University of South Dakota, USA began social work education through distance learning in 1977 in consultation with the national council of social work education-the accrediting body. Similarly, the University of Moncton and the Maritime school of social work in Canada began to work jointly on a project aimed at de-centralizing social work education. In UK, distance learning in Social Work was first introduced in the Caledonian certificates in social service scheme in 1980-81 which was supported by six colleges and Universities (Srivastava, 2002 In order to understand the status of social work programs on offer, the researcher had obtained relevant information. The findings reveal that all the nine (100.00%) universities are offering social work program at post-graduation level. However, the only university offering social work programs ranging from certificate to doctoral degrees is IGNOU. Some of the universities have clear written guidelines in their social work syllabus itself stating that one student has to make 10 observational visits. For this, the students have to choose an NGO and conduct 45 days fieldwork. After completion of the fieldwork, the student will be eligible to submit the report to the university. There will not be any fieldwork supervisor for the student. Without giving proper guidance either through a document or fieldwork supervision, some universities are completing their fieldwork component successfully.
Material to Facilitate the Learners

Fee Structure for MSW Program
As far as the fee structure is concerned, it should be nominal for any program of study since the learners who approach ODL system are often from poor economic conditions with no facilities for higher education, or drop outs for the lack of financial support. Comparatively, the fee in ODL should be lesser than the fee in conventional education. Since social work is a professional program and there is a fieldwork component, the fee will be a little higher than Master's programs in other disciplines. (2) , which reveals that equal number of universities is following different fee structure. Among the nine responding universities considered for research, 3 of them which represents 33.33 per cent, charge less than Rs.7,500/-per annum; while three other universities charge between Rs.7,500/-to 10,000/-, and the rest three charge more than Rs.10,000/-per annum. Hence, it can be deduced that there is no uniform fee structure in the universities offering social work programs. The same has been found for Bachelor's degree programs too. Therefore, there has to be some sort of introspection among these universities to discuss and follow uniform fee structure.
State Wise Distribution of Universities Offering Social Work through ODL
According to the data available from the University Grants Commission (UGC) there are 25 universities offering social work through ODL in India. In fact, some of them are not really offering through ODL mode but mostly through correspondence education, which is completely different from ODL mode of delivery. The state wise distribution of universities presented in Table 5 .1 shows social work education programs offered via the ODL mode in 21 universities scattered over 14 states. (Table 5) .3) . The remaining six universities, which represent 67 per cent fails to use any multimedia approaches in imparting social work education. However, multi-media approaches are very much effective in the process of teaching-learning, provided both the teachers and the students utilizes the available opportunities properly. Since many of the universities are not using this approach, it is advisable to start using it and it is essential while imparting education through open and distance mode. However, there is no mechanism to monitor students participation in the online learning services. The headquarters of IGNOU is at Maidan Garhi in New Delhi. In 2013, the university had 67 regional centers, about over 3000 study centers, approximately 30 international study centers and has over three million students on the role making it the world's largest university.
IGNOU Model of Distance Education
Given the kind of nation-wide network supported by the multimedia components and expertise from the conventional system in the country, IGNOU has become an alternate model to launch quality program of study in social work for the wide variety of student population across the country from Kashmir to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
IGNOU has perhaps the unique status of employing maximum number of professional social workers at its headquarters as well as the regional centers. While the school of social work alone has eleven faculties having postgraduate degree in social work, the university has employed several academics in its other schools, regional centers as well as study centers. 
SOCIAL WORK EDUCATION THROUGH OPEN AND DISTANCE LEARNING: ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES
ODL occupies a significant place in the Indian higher education system as it has played a major role in enhancing the gross enrollment ratio and democratization of higher education to large chunks of the Indian population. It has been successful in reaching out the unreached and provided a viable option in providing opportunities particularly for the disadvantaged groups such as those living in remote and rural areas, working people and women etc. for lifelong learning which has become more of a necessity in the present day globalized knowledge society. It has gained wider acceptance in India as it offers college/university level of education which is flexible and open in terms of methods and pace of learning; selection of courses and subjects, eligibility for enrollment, age of entry, conduct of examination and implementation of the programs of study. Besides providing opportunities for adding qualifications, it has remained an important source for updating knowledge and acquiring new knowledge in diverse disciplines. One of the major limitations in the distance education in social work is the lack of effective field work practice and supervision leading to lack of competency in doing work in the field. With respect to assessing practice effectiveness, the profession faces a much more complex and daunting task than those in professions where outcomes are more concrete. Documenting those social workers interventions halted further delinquency or resolved marital conflicts is usually more difficult than measuring whether an engineer's plans produced a good bridge or a surgeon's operation cured a physical defect (Bisno & Cox, 1997). The social work education through distance learning has minimal recognition in India. It is also a fact that social work profession in India is struggling for professional status despite eight decades of its existence (Dash, 2016 It is gaining prominence because it reaches a broader student audience, addresses student needs, saves money, and uses principles of modern learning pedagogy (Zarghami and Hausafus, 2002) . Although differences exist between distance education and face-to-face instruction, evidence suggests that distance education can make graduate study available to a larger number of students and that it is at least as effective as classroom instruction, in terms of student learning (Weinbach, 
